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which would be well received by the neophytes of the
mission.

For two days Araujo was very busy. The bed of the
river gradually enlarged, but the islands became more
numerous, and the current, embarrassed by these obstacles,
Increased in strength, Great care was necessary in passing
between the islands of Cabello-Coclia, Tarapote, and Cacao.
Many stoppages had to be made, and occasionally they
were obliged to pole off the jangada, which now and
then threatened to run aground. Every one assisted in
the work, and it was under these difficult circumstances
that, on the evening of the 20th of June, they found them-
selves at Nuestra-Senora-di-Loreto.

Loreto is the last Peruvian town situated on the left
bank of the river before arriving at the Brazilian frontier.
It is only a little village, composed of about twenty houses,
grouped on a slightly undulating bank, formed of ochreous
earth and clay.

It was in 1770 that this mission was founded by the
Jesuit missionaries. The Ticuma Indians, who inhabit the
territories on the north of the river, are natives with ruddy
skins, bushy hair, and striped designs on their faces, making
them look like the lacquer on a Chinese table. Both mea
and women are simply clothed, with cotton bands bound
round their thighs and stomachs. They are now not more
than two hundred in number; and on the banks of the